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NEWS RELEASE
UD'S MARIAN LIBRARY-INTERNATIONAL MARIAN RESEARCH INSTITUTE
HOLDING MARY FILM AND LECTURE SERIES BEGINNING FEB. 17
DAYTON, Ohio - In The Godfather III, the Corleone family is watching the classic opera
Cavalleria Rusticana, when a scene depicting an Easter parade and a statue of the Virgin Mary
appears. Moments later on the steps of the opera house, former crime boss Michael Corleone
embraces his dying daughter.
While Mary and the Mafia are seldom heard or seen in the same breath, "there is
something Marian" about AI Pacino' s character in the above scene, says Michael Durley,
researcher for the University of Dayton's Marian Library.
"Right after his daughter gets shot, he takes her in the Pieta, the embrace in which Mary
held Jesus after he was removed from the cross," Durley explains. "She lost her son and he lost
his daughter. There's a message of 'ultimate sacrifice."'
This and many other celluloid images and themes of Mary will be explored in a weekly
film and lecture series beginning at 7 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 17, at the University of Dayton. The
series, "100 Years of Mary in Film," is sponsored by the Marian Library-International Marian
Research Institute and is part of the University's sesquicentennial celebration.
The seven-film series, which runs through AprilS, is free and open to the public. It will
be held in Sears Recital Hall in the Jesse Philips Humanities Center on campus. For more
information, call the Marian Library at (937) 229-4214.
A UD faculty or staff member will give a short lecture on a related theme before each
film. Following the film, questions will be answered and refreshments served.
Durley, who will lecture March 30 on "Conventional Uses of the Marian Symbol in
Film," says the Marian Library staff felt the time was right for such an event.
"Cinema celebrated its 100th anniversary in 1995," Duricy says. "And the Virgin Mary
first appeared in film in either 1898 or 1899. We thought it was time to look back over a full
century of films using her image and themes."
The film industry and the way it has presented Mary has evolved considerably,
Durley says. "The audience can learn about these trends through the multi-disciplinary lectures
that place the films in a broader context."
Duriey says the event also is a way to promote a growing Mary film collection. "We're,
of course, known for our printed materials, but we're building a large collection of video
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material on Mary/' Durley says. "We've got about 500 films available to the public."
Other films and their lecture topics in the series include the 1923 silent version of The
Hunchback of Notre Dame and its gothic theme of Mary; The Miracle of Our Lady of Fatima (1952)
and a talk about American Catholics, Communism and Hollywood; and Mary of Nazareth
(1995), with a talk on her popularity in American culture.
Durley says Mary's popularity in film- and popular culture- has re-emerged in the
last two decades.
"Mary is more pervasive today than say in the 1960s and '70s, when you saw very few
images of her in film," Duricy says. "Through the 1980s up to the present, you see just the
opposite, not just with Mary but in religion in general with regard to theme and images. This
film series is following that trend."
The film and lecture schedule is:

• Thursday, Feb. 17, The Hunchback of Notre Dame (1923) by W. Worsley and William
Wyler. John Inglis, associate professor of philosophy, will discuss "Hugo goes Gothic."
• Wednesday, Feb. 23, The Song of Bernadette (1943) by Henry King. Donald Polzella,
professor of psychology, will discuss "Sensing a Divine Presence: Apparitions as
Psychological Phenomena."
• Thursday, March 2, The Nights of Cabiria (1957) by Federico Fellini. Tony
Macklin, associate professor of English, will discuss "The Many Sides of 'Nights
of Cabiria.'"
• Thursday, March 9, The Miracle of Our Lady of Fatima (1952) by John Brahm. Una
Cadegan, associate professor of history, will discuss "'My Immaculate Heart Will
Triumph': American Catholics, Communism and Hollywood."
• Thursday, March 23, The Milky Way (1969) by Luis Bunuel. The Rev. Johann G.
Roten, S.M., director of the Marian Library-International Marian Research Institute, will
discuss "Religion: Tom Between Doctrine and Devotion."
• Thursday, March 30, The Godfather, Part III (1990) by Francis Ford Coppola. Michael
Duricy, Marian Library researcher, will discuss "Conventional Uses of the Marian
Svmbol in Film."
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• Wednesday, AprilS, Mary of Nazareth (1995) by Jean Delannoy. The Rev. Thomas
Thompson, S.M., director of the Marian Library, will discuss "The Marian Revival in
Contemporary American Culture."
The University of Dayton's Marian Library holds the world's largest collection of printed
materials about Mary, the mother of Jesus.
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